
If you plan to claim a “charitable contribution" deduction on your taxes this year, there are some 

rules you will need to understand and follow in order to pass an IRS examination. Here are the 

basics: 

First, the contribution must go to a qualifying charity, which the IRS considers a “501(c)(3) 

organization”. We all have our favorites, i.e. a church or school, or perhaps larger and more 

widely know organizations, such as the United Way or Salvation Army. When making significant 

gifts that you plan to write-off on your taxes, you need to know that you are giving to a “qualified 

charitable organization” before you write that check. The organization should be able to supply 

you paperwork for their “501(c)(3) organization”.  Also, a sure way to verify a charity’s status is 

to check the IRS database. 

The IRS says you must keep records to prove the amount of the contributions you have made 

during the year.  The size and type of record you must keep depends on the contribution type 

and amount. 

If the contribution is a cash contribution, you will need a record of the contribution that 

includes the name of the charity, date and amount of the gift. This can include a receipt, 

cancelled check, or statement from your bank or credit card company. Payroll records may 

be used as well for amounts withheld from your earnings.

Contributions of more than $75.00 require a receipt from the charity if you received 

anything in return for the gift.
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For contributions in the amount of $250.00 or more, you must get a written 

acknowledgement from the charitable organization stating the date and amount of the gift, 

any property you received (or that nothing was given in exchange for the contribution).  

You must get this documentation before you file your return for each tax year (including 

extended returns).
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You may also donate non-cash property to a charity or incur personal expenses, such as the 

cost of travel to act as a volunteer. You can’t take a deduction for a donation of your time; 

however, your out-of-pocket costs to provide those services may be deductible.

Non cash contributions have a lot of rules that often get overlooked.  Property contributions 

need to be in at least “good” or better condition.

The rules for charitable contributions are complex. We encourage you to review IRS 

Publication 526 available on the IRS website. As always, our tax professionals are available 

to guide and assist you.

Bruce A. Desrosiers is a Tax Partner at Restivo Monacelli, LLP, an innovative tax, accounting, and 
business advisory firm with offices in Providence, RI, Foxboro, MA and Boca Raton, FL.

You must have a receipt or detailed record indicating the date and location of the

contribution, name of the organization and a reasonable description of the 

property you donated.

Donations of $250 or more require an acknowledgement from the Charity.

A non cash contribution of $500.00 or more requires you to file form 8283 with 

your personal return to report the details from your receipt.  

A non cash contribution with a value of $5,000.00 or more, (other than stock 

and/or securities traded on the stock market), may require a qualified appraisal. 

 This is true if you donate a group of similar items where the group as a whole 

exceeds the $5,000 level. An example of this would be if you are donating your 

household contents in preparation for a move.
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